


ñNo empowerment without rights, no 
rightswithout politicsò

ÅProgresstowardsgenderequality and womenôs empowermentin the
developmentagendarequires a human rights-basedapproach,and
requiressupportfor the womenôs movementto activateand energize
theagenda.

ÅIn Sudan,for decades,the subjectof womenôs rights hasbeenat the
forefront of media and politics. While progresshas been made,
womenôs rightsin Sudanstill lagbehindothercountries.

Gita Sen and Avanti Mukherjee, May 2013

Olivia Eaker, October 2020



(1) Raise awareness against bias

Sudan male to female ratio was at level of 99.84 males per 100 females in 2020



Sudan enters new era for girl rights, 2020

Å Sudanis consideredoneof thecountrieswhereFGM/C prevalencerate is very high.

ÅñThis practiceis not only a violation of every girl childôs rights, it is harmful and hasseriousconsequencesfor a girlôs physicaland mental
healthò, This is why governmentsandcommunitiesalike must take immediateaction to put an end to this practice. Every girl deservesto be
ósaleemaô, (Saleemais a word thatmeanswhole).

Å Now and sinceApril 2020, whoever commits the crime of female genital mutilation shall be punished with 3 years imprisonment and a
fine or closingthe premises.

ü Protectionfrom child marriage. Theminimumageof marriageis 10yearsfor girls.

ü Maternal health. 64% receivedantenatalcareat leastonceby skilled healthpersonnelandonly 49 % of birthswereattendedby a doctor,nurse
or midwife.

ü Maternal Mortality is theamongthehighestin theMENA region,reached750per 100,000live birthsin 2008.



Protection from gender-based violence

ÅThereis no specificlaw againstdomesticviolence. Rapeof womenandgirls is a
seriousproblemthroughoutSudan. We useto havepublic order laws, in 1991
which includeñindecent dressò, with offensepunishablewith flogging, in which
womenaremorefrequentlyfoundguilty. Thelaw hasbeencancelledin 2020.

ÅOther amendmentsto the Criminal Act include: Community service as an
alternativemeasureto detentionfor pregnant and lactating women.



Political representation 

ÅWomen continue demandingtheir rightful inclusion into political
decision-makingbodies.

ÅThelegalbasisfor a womenôs quotain theSudaneseNationalElection
Law. Firstly, reservingonly 13% seatsfor women . Following the
2010electionsit reached26% in theNational.

ÅAccordingto the ConstitutionalDeclaration- August2019, oneof the
aimsof thetransitionalperiodis toñRepeallaws and provisions that
restrict freedomsor that discriminate betweencitizenson the basis
of genderò. Also, promiseswomen 40% representationin Sudanôs
legislativeassembly.



Education and Economic Participation

ÅIn Sudan,girls and young women still lag behind with
respectto education. 89% of male youth and 83% of
femalesaged15-24areliterate.
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(3) Celebrate women's achievement in 
Sudan



Malkat Ed-Dar 

Mohamed, literary 

writer, educator and 

womenôs rights activis, 

1934

Sitana babikr , The first

Sudanesewoman to enter the

field of painting and plastic

art,1936
Asma hamza, 

Graduate of the 

Institute of Music and 

first composer,1948.

Aisha Musa, 

Sudanese singer, 

hindered by 

prejudice against 

female performers. 

In 1942she became 

the first woman to 

sing on Sudanese 

radio. 

SUDANïArt and Literature



Khalida Zahir , One

of the first two female

Sudanese doctors

(1952) and women's

rights activist, who

joined a political party

1948.

Fatima Abdel Mahmoud, 

Sudanese politician, elected to 

parliament in 1968.

In April 2010 Sudanese general 

electionas the country's first 

female presidential candidate 

Fatima Ahmed Ibrahim, 

Sudanese writer, women's 

rights activist and socialist 

leader. The first 

parliamentarian in Sudan and 

the Arab world, 1954.

Fatima Talib, Sudanese 

educator andwomen's 

rightsactivist who convened 

the first women-only 

organisation in Sudan 1946

SUDAN- Women in politics 



IhssanMohamed Fakhry , The 

first female judge in Sudan and 

the first woman in Africa to hold a 

judicial position, 1965.

Amna Attia , she broke the cycle of isolation that 

was imposed on women in Sudan in the 1940's. 

She is the first woman to drive a carriage (1945) 

and owns a firearm (1946), she contributed what 

she had to educating girls until she was called the 

owner of impossible aspirations. 

Sarah Jadallah, the

first Sudanese to

participate in the

International Long

Distance Swimming

Capri in Italy , andthe

first Sudanese to

challenge the English

Channel and cross it

from Britain to France.

1968.

Mahasin al-Tazi, the first 

female police officer in 

Sudan (early 70s) and the 

2nd female presidential 

candidate 2015.

SUDAN- Early braking norms   

Batul Muhammad Isa, First 

Sudanese Midwife who ride a 

bicycle, 1926.

HawaAli Al -Basir, the 

first Sudanese dean of the 

College of Nursing, 1965.
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